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Nearly 100 Organizations Join Together to Advocate for Public Lands Funding  

Advocates will meet with state legislators to push for funding to DEC, Connect Kids to Parks, 
Park & Trail Partnership Grants. 

 
Albany, NY (February 24, 2025)—130+ New Yorkers from 90+ organizations across the state 
will meet in Albany on February 25, urging legislators to increase funding for critical public lands 
programs. Organized by Parks & Trails New York (PTNY) and Open Space Institute (OSI), Park 
Advocacy Day connects advocates from across New York with state lawmakers to give public 
lands a voice.  
 
The organizations in attendance represent a wide range of interests, including municipalities, 
landscape architecture firms, healthcare organizations, parks friends groups, and other 
grassroots non-profit groups.  
 

In its 19th year, Park Advocacy Day will be held on February 25 from 9am-4pm at The Egg in 
Albany’s Empire State Plaza. The morning program will take place at the Kitty Carlisle Hart 
Theatre Lounge from 9:30am-11am with legislative meetings from 12:30am-4pm at the 
Legislative Office Building (LOB) and State Capitol. Park advocates will encourage state 
lawmakers to increase funding beyond Governor Hochul’s proposed Executive Budget. The five 
asks include: 
 
Increase the Environmental Protection Fund (EPF) to $500 Million 
The EPF supports and protects public lands by providing critical funding for stewardship, public 
access, municipal parks, and Park and Trail Partnership Grants. The EPF has grown year over 
year but has plateaued at $400 million for the past three years while funding needs continue to 
increase. 



 
Within an expanded EPF, park advocates are seeking $40 million for the municipal parks 
program, which is currently proposed at $25.9 million. The program receives 3x more requests 
than it is able to fund, with only 38% of projects in environmental justice communities. 
 
Park advocates are also requesting $10 million to create the Greenway Trail Connections and 
Enhancements Program. The 750-mile Empire State Trail fails to reach 35 of New York’s 50 
most populous communities. An allocation of $10 million would be administered by New York 
State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (OPRHP), and include competitive 
grants to local governments and not-for-profit organizations, with a focus on increasing access 
for underserved populations. 
 
Increase funding for the Park and Trail Partnership Grant Program to $4 million 
Funded through the EPF, the Park and Trail Partnership Grant Program allocates money to 
non-profit Friends groups that champion the state’s public lands. Projects enhance preservation, 
increase capabilities of not-for-profit organizations, and promote tourism and economic 
development through the creation of accessible spaces. 
 
Since 2015, 245 grants totaling $9.9 million have been awarded, leveraging $3.6 million in 
private investment, and creating 23 permanent staffing positions. Requests continue to exceed 
available funding with over $5 million in requests denied in just the last two rounds, preventing 
nearly 40 projects from advancing.  
 
Increase funding for the Connect Kids to Parks Program to $4 million 
Also funded through the EPF, the Connect Kids to Parks program provides reimbursement for 
transportation costs to swim instruction programs and field trips that bring underserved students 
to outdoor recreational activities, public lands, and parks. 
 
The Connect Kids Program has provided transportation for more than 800,000 K-12 students 
since 2016. Funding requests have grown by 500% since 2021, and an increase in funding 
would enable 250,000 additional students to visit and participate.  
 
Support capital funding for the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 
(OPRHP) at $200 million 
With state parks welcoming a record-breaking $88 million visitors in 2024, it’s crucial OPRHP 
maintains its current $200 million funding. 
 
Capital Funding for OPRHP will help ensure the state’s 216 parks and historic sites provide safe 
and attractive facilities, accessible and affordable services, and quality, welcoming experiences 
for all New Yorkers. These necessary ADA upgrades include elevators at historic properties, 
updated parking lots, and renovating existing bathrooms and building entrances to be ADA 
compliant.  
 



Increase Adventure NY funding for capital investments on New York State lands to $100 
Million 
The state's Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Adventure NY funding has 
remained stagnant at $90 million for the past three years. A critical increase of $10 million will 
address capital needs to improve access to state lands, rehabilitate campgrounds, and upgrade 
recreational facilities that can date back nearly 100 years. With the increasing popularity of the 
DEC’s sizable 5 million acres of land, it is imperative funding is accordingly allocated to meet the 
agency’s growing responsibilities.  
 
Parks & Trails New York Executive Director Paul Steely White said, “Park Advocacy Day 
unites runners and climbers, hikers and bicyclists, historic sites and municipal parks. We’re 
building a state where public lands have the funding to welcome all New Yorkers–regardless of 
income, location or ability. We urge state lawmakers to join us in our fight and expand funding to 
vital programs that improve the accessibility of public lands.” 
 
Open Space Institute’s Chief Conservation and Policy Officer Kathy Moser said, 
“Connecting residents with their elected representatives to advocate for our incredible state 
parks is some of the most rewarding work we accomplish, and each year more and more people 
are eager to participate in Park Advocacy Day. OSI is grateful to Governor Hochul and the 
legislature for their investments in New York’s state park system and support for environmental 
funding, however, more must be done. A significant and sustained infusion of resources is 
necessary to realize New York’s environmental goals and secure a future with clean water, 
breathable air, and healthier communities.” 
 
About Parks & Trails New York  
Parks & Trails New York (PTNY) is the state’s leading advocate for public lands. Since 1985, 
we’ve been dedicated to improving our health, economy, and quality of life through the use and 
enjoyment of green space. With thousands of members and supporters across the state, PTNY 
is a leading voice in the protection of New York’s magnificent network of public lands and the 
creation and promotion of more than 2,000 miles of greenways, bike paths, river walks, and 
trails. For more information, visit www.ptny.org  
 
About Open Space Institute 
The Open Space Institute is a national leader in land conservation and efforts to make parks 
and other protected land more welcoming for all. Since 1974, OSI has partnered in the 
protection of more than 2.5 million at-risk and environmentally sensitive acres in the eastern 
U.S. and Canada. OSI’s land protection promotes clean air and water, improves access to 
recreation, provides wildlife habitat, strengthens communities, and combats the devastating 
effects of extreme weather and flooding. For more information, visit: openspaceinstitute.org 
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